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pressed in unmistakable fashion, A General Election
fought on the specific issue that it will require action
by the Crown to settle, gives the Sovereign just that
indication of the popular will that he desires, and an
election was fought on the Parliament Bill in 1910.
just as it was fought on the Reform BiH in 1832. The
action of the Crown in requiring a second election in
1910, although the Liberal government had been con-
firmed in office by the first election of that yean was
criticised at the time from the Left, just as its action
as a consequence of the election in giving Ministers its
undertaking to create peers was criticised from the
Right; but long before the end of the King's reign
then: was general agreement that the Crown's be-
haviour had been thoroughly constitutional.

The next instance of the Crown's intervention
occurred in 1914, when the passage of the third Home
Rule Bill threatened to cause civil war in Ireland.
The King then promoted a conference of responsible
leaders, over which he requested Mr. Speaker to pre-
side, in order to explore the possibilities of an eleventh
hour settlement. The conference proved fhortive and
the Irish dispute moved forward to an h*sue that few
had dreamt of in 1914. Thirdly, in rhc autumn of
1916, the break-up of the Coalition Government under
Mr. Asquith ^created an abnormal situation, Undcr^
normal conditions there is a constitutional opposition
ready to take office when called upon ,md the Crown
is in no doubt as to the quarter in which to look for
a Prime Minister; but the Coalition effected in 1915
had absorbed the opposition into the government and